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TAIWAN’S NATIONAL DAY 

HON. DENNIS A. ROSS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, in addition to con-
gratulating the people of Taiwan on the occa-
sion of their National Day this coming October 
10, I would like to reiterate my strong support 
for both the Taiwan Relations Act (also known 
as the TRA) and the bilateral trade agreement 
between Taiwan and the United States. 

Economic bonds between Taiwan and the 
United States have continued to grow due to 
various bilateral mechanisms and exchanges 
including: the Trade and Investment Frame-
work Agreement, the Digital Economy Forum, 
the SelectUSA Investment Summit, the United 
States Business Day, and the Agricultural 
Trade Goodwill Mission. In 2016, two-way 
trade of goods between Taiwan and the 
United States exceeded $65 billion, making 
Taiwan the United States’ 10th largest trading 
partner. 

Since 1993, Taiwan has maintained its spot 
on the list of the top seven countries importing 
U.S. agricultural products. Altogether, Tai-
wanese importers have purchased nearly $30 
billion in U.S. grain products. In 2016, Taiwan 
imported $3.4 billion worth of U.S. agricultural 
products, roughly one-quarter of Taiwan’s an-
nual agricultural imports. 

Taiwan is not only a valuable trade partner, 
but our nations have a strong relationship 
based on shared values of freedom, democ-
racy, and human rights, as well as interests in 
enhancing peace, security and prosperity in 
the Asia Pacific region. I look forward to con-
tinue working with my colleagues to address 
the global challenges that face Taiwan and 
continue our prosperous relationship. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 106TH 
NATIONAL DAY OF TAIWAN 

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to acknowledge the 106th National Day of the 
Republic of China, which falls on October 
10th, and to extend my best wishes to the 
people of Taiwan. 

The U.S. and Taiwan have maintained a 
close and mutually-beneficial relationship 
based on our shared values of freedom, de-
mocracy and free enterprise. The passage of 
the Taiwan Relations Act in 1979 has contrib-
uted to the peace and stability of the Asia Pa-
cific region, and enabled the people of Taiwan 
to build a prosperous and democratic society. 
Since then, Congress has continued to play a 
strong role in bolstering our bilateral security, 
economic and cultural ties. 

This close relationship was exemplified re-
cently in the wake of Hurricane Harvey, when 

the government of Taiwan not only offered 
their support but also donated $800,000 to the 
disaster relief efforts. I would like to join my 
colleagues in recognizing this generous dona-
tion and offer my sincere thanks. 

I extend my best wishes to the people of 
Taiwan as they celebrate their National Day 
and I look forward to continuing our strong re-
lationship for many decades to come. 

f 

JILL BORSTELMAN KLAUSING 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of an out-
standing teacher in my district. 

I stand today to celebrate Dunbar High 
School teacher Jill Borstelman Klausing of 
Cape Coral. She returned to the classroom 
after a 16-month hiatus due to stage 3 breast 
cancer. After months of extensive treatment, 
she is blessed to continue her passion of 
teaching. 

Jill has devoted almost two decades to 
teaching intensive reading at Dunbar High 
School and has had a lasting impression to 
countless students. Her high energy and de-
termination is unmatched and enhances the 
learning environment every day. 

I wish her and her family the best as she 
continues her recovery. The students and fac-
ulty of Dunbar are in a better place with Jill in 
the classroom. This has been a challenging 
start to the school year, and I wish all our 
local educators the best. 

f 

HONORING MR. CLINTON PARKER 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Clinton Parker, who was 
recently named a 2017 Hero of the Year by 
the National Association of Letter Carriers. Mr. 
Parker has proudly served as a mail carrier in 
Waterbury, Connecticut, but he has gone 
above and beyond the call of duty to help oth-
ers in his community. 

Mr. Parker has a long history of service to 
our country, and is a 30-year Army veteran. 
He takes his commitment to protecting others 
seriously, and on December 6, 2014, Mr. 
Parker helped first responders during a dan-
gerous situation. A fellow veteran experiencing 
post-traumatic stress was in a standoff with 
police; and, at the request of the man’s father, 
the police contacted Mr. Parker to ask for his 
assistance in diffusing the situation. While on 
his mail route, Mr. Parker accepted the call 
and bravely assisted police in a seven-hour 
standoff, which ended peacefully. 

His friends and coworkers know Mr. Parker 
as a humble man who quietly serves his com-
munity, but his brave actions in Watertown, 
along with his decades of military service, 
speak volumes about his character and deep 
care for others. He stays in contact with the 
veteran he helped in 2014 as much as pos-
sible to ensure that he is getting the treatment 
and attention that he deserves. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Clinton Parker has served 
our country throughout his career, and he will-
ingly steps up to help others at moments of 
crisis. His leadership, bravery, and selfless-
ness are inspiring, and it is therefore fitting 
and proper that we honor him here today. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on October 2 
and 3, I was absent for recorded votes No. 
544 through 547. Had I been present, on Roll 
Call No. 544 I would have voted YES; on Roll 
Call No. 545 I would have voted YES; on Roll 
Call No. 546 I would have voted NO; and on 
Roll Call No. 547 I would have voted NO. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
Roll Call vote 546 on Tuesday, October 3, 
2017. Had I been present, I would have voted 
Nay. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FORMER 
TORRANCE MAYOR DELORES 
‘‘DEE’’ HARDISON 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life of former mayor of the 
City of Torrance Delores ‘‘Dee’’ Hardison—a 
beloved wife, mother, and grandmother—who 
passed away on September 30, 2017, at the 
age of 79. 

Born Delores Grinton on January 22, 1938, 
in Bellingham, Washington, Dee was one of 
nine children born to Walter and June Grinton. 
She graduated from Western Washington Uni-
versity in 1960, where she met her future hus-
band, Lowell Hardison, who worked for Boe-
ing. Dee later received a master’s degree from 
California State University, Long Beach. She 
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